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HISTORY OF THE FETZER FOUNDATION COMMITMENT 


This memo documents the history of the affirmations of the esoteric purpose of the John E. 
Fetzer Institute. Emphasis was placed on materials used by the founder, John E. Fetzer, or 
material jointly developed with John and Jim Gordon. The founding purpose of the Institute has 
esoteric roots, which if not sustained, will only become a footnote in history. This document is 
organized chronologically and has been proofread by Carolyn Dailey for accuracy. While the 
specific language used in many versions might not resonate with readers of this memo, one 
continuing theme of these materials shows the founder’s clear intent for the legacy of the 
Institute to have a continuing connection to Spirit. 

THE EARLY PERIOD - PRE-1982 

In 1981 & 1982, John E. Fetzer convened a group of associates to discuss individual and 
collective esoteric purposes. The group consisted of John Fetzer, Mike Gergely, Bruce Fetzer, 
Carolyn Dailey, Chuck Spence, Cleora Daily, Margaret Zohlen, Frank Henry, and Sr. Elizabeth 
Reis. The group met at the Institute on Mondays from 3-5 pm and then continued conversation 
over dinner off site. The Great Invocation was used to close each of the Monday Night Group 
meetings. This prayer was written by Alice Bailey in the Theosophical movement in 1948. 

(Footnote: from Richard Smoley - Alice Bailey did not, or at any rate did not claim to, write the Great 
Invocation. She said that it was channeled to her by Djwual Kul, her mentor on the inner planes, and as I 
recollect she claimed that it was a translation from an ancient sacred language—perhaps the otherwise 
unknown Senzar, which H.P. Blavatsky mentioned on occasion.) 
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The Great Invocation 

From the point of Light within the Mind of God 
Let light stream forth into the minds of men. 

Let Light descend on Earth. 

From the point of Love within the LLeart of God 
Let love stream forth into the hearts of men. 

May Christ return to Earth. 

From the centre where the Will of God is known 
Let purpose guide the little wills of men - 
The purpose which the Masters know and serve. 

From the centre which we call the race of men 
Let the Plan of Love and Light work out 
And may it seal the door where evil dwells. 

Let Light and Love and Power restore the Plan on Earth. 
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THE SEARCH FOR PURPOSE 1982-1984 


John Fetzer actively pursued and refined the Foundations purpose in discussions with others and 
frequent channeling sessions with Jim Gordon. 

The first admonition to develop an affirmation and intention appeared in a channeling session 
with Jim Gordon and John Fetzer on August 14, 1982. Note the specific instructions for the 
development, purpose and use of the statement. The message is repeated in entirety as follows: 


“Beloved in Service, 

It has now come time that as a group the Group Will and purpose must be declared. We 
of the Council feel that it is now time for you as a group to sit down and decide on this Group 
Will and purpose; for it is important as a group and for the flow of energy from planes beyond 
yours, that a definite statement be made to align your energy with the universal energy that 
wishes to aid and support your activities. 

This declaration should be drawn up by all of you as a collective consciousness so that 
the energies may begin to harmonize and flow more evenly. This declaration will announce to 
the universe your ideals and intentions for the group and the foundation and in this way you each 
will have a focus to work from. 

A statement of this declaration then should open each group meeting to help align the 
group and the Council and all those in the universe who wish to take part in your endeavors. 

This will help unite the energies so they will flow more fluid and keep things from becoming 
stagnant. 

We will at this time leave the structure to the declaration in you hands to develop and, as 
we see fit, we will offer our own opinion. 

Do remember, you wish to align yourself heart, mind and spirit, with the others in the 
group, and with the hearts, minds and spirits of Heirarchy and the Foundation Council for the 
good of humanity and the universe. 

Work on it individually and collectively and then let us see what we can come up with. 

Our light and love is ever with you and our prayers for your success stretch out before 
you as a path of purpose. 

Blessing & Fight 
Michael 
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The subsequent statement of purpose below captures the Institute’s esoteric purpose and includes 
a directive on how to keep it alive. It was channeled by Jim Gordon and edited by John 
Fetzer. Carolyn Dailey, Chuck Spence, Bruce Fetzer, and the Monday night group reviewed it 
and thought it was consistent with the early vision of the Foundation. The most important 
feature of this statement is that it included both individual and collective responsibility. 

This statement was used frequently at the Monday Night Group meetings and was shared with 
staff. (At that time, there was only three staff). 


JOHN E. FETZER FOUNDATION, INC. 

Statement of Purpose 

Personal Goals: 

With the help of the Hierarchy, I align my heart, mind and soul with the Godhead within. 
And thus fulfill my path of Truth and service to which I am called. I call forth the violet 
flame of purification to allow the Christ light to manifest fully. I lovingly detach myself from 
personal situations and conditions and see the completion of the diamond both on a personal 
and foundation level. I accept change, growth and maturity as it is offered me. As I lose sight 
of my personality and become one with the Holy Spirit, I know that success is meant to be 
for myself and the foundation. 

Foundation Goals: 

The foundation is a living, breathing entity. It has a soul, a purpose, a reason for being. Its 
conception emanated from the very highest hierarchy, its purposes of the most noble, most 
spiritual known to man. To become a searchlight that man can look to, to become a 
powerhouse of energy and knowledge, we reach out and share the Truth to all. Physical 
healing and awareness of the God-self within will upgrade the evolution of man. We will 
become channels of light energies and will unite with the Hierarchy and the Foundation 
Council for the good of humanity and the universe. 
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TAKING A STAND 1984-1987 


In anticipation of an expansion of staff over the next few years, it became apparent that a 
streamlined, universal statement of purpose was needed. The following statement was developed 
by the advisory core group (Lloyd Swierenga, Chuck Spence, Bruce Fetzer, Carolyn Dailey) and 
personally edited and approved by John Fetzer. It was used to open every staff meeting. As the 
foundation staff grew to over 40 employees, job applicants were asked to read it and comment on 
it during the interview process. The practice was abandoned with the hiring of Glenn Olds. 


John E. Fetzer Foundation Commitment 

We manifest the universal Christ Consciousness in order to bring true healing and harmony 

to ourselves and humanity. 

We affirm that the universal Christ light radiates through our body, mind, and spirit within 

the John E. Fetzer Foundation. 

Today we affirm our mission of sacred service to humanity. 

* Note that the term “Christ Consciousness” is an inclusive term (including but not constrained 
to Christianity), written about by the Gnostics, Rosicrucians, Essenians, Benjamin Crem, Edgar 
Cayce, Swami Krishnananda, and others. The phrase literally translates to “Office of Love” and 
is associated with “awakening”, “unfolding”, “transformation”, and “oneness”. 


It is interesting to note the similarities between the prior three statements and the Institute's 
current guiding purpose. What does this say about personal and collective practice? For me, this 
statement captures key elements that were at the cornerstone of John's vision: 

1) The Institute is responding to the call of Spirit 

2) That individuals had to awaken in order to connect to the source and direction from a higher 
calling. 

This is why the early years of the Institute had more formalized orientation practices, formal 
mentoring structures, and personnel policies that encouraged enrollment in personal development 
workshops (tuition and travel were paid for), held retreats, and started every staff meeting by 
reciting the Foundation Commitment. 
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THE SEARCH FOR ROOTS 2000-present 


In December 2000, the boards of the Fetzer Institute, Memorial Trust and ILM held a joint 
retreat at GilChrist to discuss the Institute founding purpose. A draft guiding purpose was 
developed by a small group. In February 2002, a board retreat with the Institute and Memorial 
Trust in Phoenix was convened to discuss the three-hundred-year enduring vision of the 
founding purpose of the Institute. The meeting produced a draft of the guiding purpose and 
Founding Assumptions (immutable presuppositions we hold to be true). The mission statement 
was then developed at the March 2002 board meeting. Then in June 2002 the Definition of Spirit 
was developed. All the elements together, trace their roots to the vision of John Fetzer. 


Guiding Purpose 

To awaken into and serve Spirit for the transformation of self and society, based upon the 

principles of: 

0 Wholeness of reality, freedom of spirit, and unconditional love; and 

0 The integration of the inner life of mind and Spirit with the outer life of service and 
action. 

Fetzer Assumptions and Affirmations 

1. We recognize that consciousness participates in shaping reality. 

2. We recognize that social transformation depends on personal transformation. 

3. We affirm the unity that underlies diversity. 

4. We seek to foster awareness of the Spirit of love in our personal relationships in a 
community of freedom. 

5. We seek right relationship with different ways of knowing including science, reason, and 
intuition. 


Definition of Spirit 

We are acutely aware that our inquiry to know Spirit is incomplete and everlasting, and that we 
can neither fully understand nor adequately describe Spirit. We offer this description not to be 
definitive, but to encourage further exploration and discourse. 

By Spirit we mean that universal Spirit that is the deepest and most inclusive Ground of 
Being. Spirit is the Source of all that exists. 

Spirit is the infinite, creative energy that gives birth to the universe. 

Spirit is the common source of the world’s faith traditions. 

Spirit is the Love that creates and sustains life. 

Mission 

To foster awareness of the power of love and forgiveness in the emerging global community. 


History of Fetzer Institute commitment 


Page 6 I 7 


POSTSCRIPT 


John E. Fetzer was a dynamic, forward looking leader who would invite others to advance their 
personal spiritual growth. He promoted a culture of mutual support and collective spiritual 
development as well. For this reason, John Fetzer would have used a historical document only as 
a point of departure, and not as an anchor to restrain growth. The challenge then for the reader, 
is to allow this document to be alive. Perhaps a few questions could be offered to draw the 
reader out: 

1) What are the truths about the founder’s vision and Spirit, that transcend individual 
faith systems? 

2) Is the mystical component of the founding vision clear? In what ways? 

3) What is your individual responsibility in response to the Guiding Purpose and 
mission? 

4) What is the collective group’s responsibility in response to the Guiding Purpose and 
mission? 

5) What other aspects of the founding commitment need to be known to better 
understand its history? 
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